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1 . TRANSMITTED HEREIN IS THE ENGLISH TEXT OF THE NOTE SENT TO 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF 23 JANUARY 1975 CONCERNING THE SHOOTING 
DOWN OF THE BIRD AIR HELICOPTER. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: QUOTE - THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFEAIRS OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OE NATIONAL UNION AND 
WISHES TO INFORM THE MINISTRY OF AN INCIDENT IN WHICH PERSONS 
UNKNWON FIRED UPON AN UNARMED HELICOPTER OWNED BY BIRDAIR AND 
UNDER CHARTER TO THE UNITED STATES AID MISSION TO LAOS. THE 
HELICOPTER WAS RETURNING FROM LONG TIENG WITH THE AID OFFICER 
WHO DIRECTS U.S. ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES IN THAT AREA. 

3. QUOTE - AT APPROXIMATELY 1720 HOURS ON JANUARY 18, THE JET 
RANGER HELICOPTER FLEW OVER THE CONFLUENCE OF THE NAM NGUM 
RIVER AND THE NAM NGUM LAKE (TF 6366). SEVERAL SHOTS WERE FIRED 
AT THE HELICOPTER, AT LEAST ONE OF WHICH STRUCK THE ROTARY 
TRANSMISSION CAUSING THE HELICOPTER TO MAKE AN IMMEDIATE 
EMERGENCY LANDING ON AN ISLAND IN THE LAKE. EORTUNATELY, THE 
PILOT AND USAID PASSENGER WERE UNHURT AND WERE SOON RESCUED. 
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DURING THE COURSE OF JANUARY 19 AND 20, UNKNOWN PERSONS BEGAN 
TO DISMANTLE THE HELICOPTER AND THAT IT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BURNED. 

4. QUOTE - THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CONSIDERS 
WITH GRAVE CONCERN THE SHOOTING DOWN OF AN UNARMED, CIVILIAN, 

LEGALLY-REGISTERED AIRCRAFT AND THE THREAT TO THE LIVES OF 
TWO MEN ON A HUMANITARIAN MISSION. THE EMBASSY THEREFORE 
REQUESTS THAT AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION BE UNDERTAKEN BY 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES, WITH A VIEW TO DETERMINING WHO WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE ACTIONS WHICH HAVE ENTAILED A SERIOUS 
LOSS OF PROPERTY FOR WHICH LEGAL CLAIMS MAY ARISE. 

5. QUOTE - (COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE) UNQUOTE 
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